
     Join us for the 2022

Sizzling Summer Series
Presented by the UNMC Office of Public Health Practice

In partnership with the Midwestern Public Health Training Center.

Join us for our second installment of the 2022 Sizzling Summer Series 

Media Training for Public Health Professionals
July 28, 2022  |  9 – 10 a.m. MT, 10 – 11 a.m. CT, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. ET

What are the goals of journalists conveying public health 
messages? How do we prepare for upcoming news interviews?  
What specific talking points and press release information can 
help us achieve message outcomes using traditional and social 
media? Join us as experts from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln (UNL) answer these questions and more during our 
second session on media relations. Whether you are in front 
of a camera, in a public forum, or supporting your colleagues 
behind the scenes, this session’s transferrable skills will equip 
you to better communicate the value of public health!

 
Learning Objectives:
• Explain media’s role and purpose, along with how it benefits 

public health professionals

• Provide tips and strategies to prepare for news media interviews 
and engaging journalists on social media

• Describe techniques to simplify technical health information and 
provide instruction for self-protection to be understandable to 
different audiences

• Improve overall comfort with media interviews and events

About Our Speakers
Shari R. Veil, MBA, PhD, is a professor 
and dean of the College of Journalism and 
Mass Communications at UNL. Veil also 
serves as a research fellow with the National 
Strategic Research Institute and is a member 
of the Arthur W. Page Society. She’s served 
on expert working groups for the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and 
the Food and Drug Administration. Before 

Nebraska, Veil served at the University of Kentucky as associate 
dean for undergraduate affairs in the College of Communication and 
Information, chair and professor in the Department of Communication, 
and director of the Risk Sciences Division. Prior to Kentucky, she taught 
strategic communication in the Gaylord College of Journalism and Mass 
Communication and served as the director of the Center for Risk and 
Crisis Management at the University of Oklahoma coordinating research, 
funding, graduate education, and training programs specific to risk 
and crisis communication. Before entering academia, Veil spent eight 
years in the profession in business, marketing, and public relations.

Cory Armstrong, PhD, became the associate 
dean for research and faculty affairs at UNL’s 
College of Journalism and Mass Communications 
on July 15, 2022. She has also been appointed as 
a full professor in journalism and is the Lawrence 
L. and Ruth E. Pike Professor in Journalism. 
Armstrong’s research combines traditional and 
emerging media and focuses on how individuals 
use media to make decisions during weather 

events. Her studies highlight the often unmet evacuation and safety needs 
of vulnerable populations during weather emergencies — specifically 
floods, hurricanes and tornados. Previously, Armstrong was a professor 
in the Department of Journalism & Creative Media at the University of 
Alabama, where she served as department chair from 2016 to 2021. Before 
joining the University of Alabama, Armstrong held positions as professor 
and director of the Mayborn School of Journalism at the University of 
North Texas and graduate coordinator and associate professor in the 
College of Journalism and Communications at the University of Florida. 
She also worked as a journalist for 10 years before returning to academics.

To register go to: bit.ly/3P24cwx
Stay tuned for our August session on Building Bipartisan Support
Questions? Contact Jessica Chavez Thompson at jchavezthompson@unmc.edu

We welcome anyone in the public health workforce, at any level — especially practitioners in 
Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska and Kansas — to join us for the discussion and learning. 

https://bit.ly/3P24cwx

